Ten Steps 

Robert Littell 

I put on a clean collar. I was in our room on the second 
floor where I could see into the Hubbel’s yard , and the 
ring on the stone post where they tie up their dog. The dog 
wasn’t there. The collar which I took off had two kinds of laundry 
mark on the inside, one mark from the laundry where I used to 
take my shirts and a second mark from the present laundry. 
Then I washed my hands. 

The soap was worn down so that there was almost none 
left. It was as soap that smelled like salad. I turned off the water, 
but the water still went drip- drip from the faucet. I dried my 
hands. I hung the towel on the left end of the rod. The right end 
of the rod is for Mae. The rod is glass and some day it will come 
loose and fall down and break. I shut the bathroom door so that I 
would not hear the drip-drip of the water from the faucet. 

I went into the room again which is for Mae and mine. On 
her bed in the day time she keeps a French doll with big eyes. 
Where the back of the bed hits the wall there is a mark. I moved 
out the bed, and I saw the mark. It is black and a yard long. The 
doll fell of and I put it back on the bed so it could not look at me 
when I went out. Then I went out. 

I was is the hall , and I shut my eyes. I didn’t know what 
kind of wallpaper there was in the hall. I thought that it would be 
green, but when I opened my eyes again it was more blue than 
green, with a woman , with a basket, and a lamp. Around the 
door the wallpaper was cut off, and there was only the lamp; 
eight times from ceiling to the flour , no woman , and no basket 
but only the lamp. I could touch to the ceiling when I stood on my 
toes. 

Next to our room is the extra room, which we do not use. I 
went into that. The back of the mirror was peeling off , and both 
windows were closed. 


On Basamak 

Robert Littell 

Temiz bir kazak giydim.Hubbel’in bahgesini ve kopeklerini 
bagladiklari kaya uzerine gakili halkayi gorebildigim ikinci kattaki 
odamdaydim. Kopek orada degildi.Qikardigim kazagin ig 
tarafinda iki gegit gamagirhane etiketi vardi,bir tanesi gimdiki 
digeri ise daha once gomleklerimi goturdugum 
gamagirhanenindi. Sonra ellerimi yikadim. 

Sabun eridi gitti ve neredeyse hig kalmadi. Salata gibi 
kokan bir sabundu.Suyu kapattim fakat su hala musluktan 
damliyordu.Ellerimi kuruladim.Havluyu gubugun sol ucuna astim 
.Qubugun sag ug tarafi Mae igindi.Qubuk camdandi,zamanla 
gevgedi ve dugerek kirildi.Musluktan damlayan suyun sesini 
duymamak igin banyo kapismi kapattim. 

Tekrar Mae ve bana ait olan odaya girdim . Gun iginde 
yatagimn uzerinde buyuk gozlu Fransiz yapimi oyuncak bir 
bebek bulundururdu. Yatagin arka tarafinda duvara vurdugu 
yerde iz olugmugtu. Yataktan giktim ve ize baktim. Siyah ve 1 
yard uzunlugundaydi. Oyuncak dugtu. Onu tekrar yatagin 
uzerine geri koydum. Odadan gikarken oyuncak bana 
bakamiyordu. Sonra digari giktim. 

Koridordaydim.gozlerimi kapadim. Koridorda ne gegit bir 
duvar kagidi oldugunu bilmiyordum. Yegil olabilecegini 
dugundum, fakat gozlerimi tekrar agtigimda yegilden gok 
maviydi;kadinli,sepetli,lambali. Kapi civarinda kagit kesilmigti 
;yerden tavana kadar sekiz tane lamba vardi, sadece lamba 
kalmigti kadin ve sepet yoktu. Parmak uglarimda yukseldigimde 
tavana dokunabiliyordum. 

Odamizin bitigiginde kullanmadigimiz ekstra bir oda 
vardi. O odaya girdim. Aynamn arkasi soyulmugtu ve iki 
pencerede kapaliydi. 
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On the window there was a large fly, and I opened the 
window and drove him out and he flew away. And in the window 
frame there was a long nail ;and I took off my shoe and drove in 
the nail with the heel of my shoe. Then I put on my shoe again. I 
measured the room by walking across in each direction from 
one wall to other. It is ten by fourteen. 

I came into the parlor from the door across from the desk. 
The desk has three drawers down one side. I took out an 
envelope from the bottom drawer and put some money in it and 
wrote “ For Mae “ on it and put it on the top of the desk. The 
curtains in the parlor were red. Where the sun hits them there is 
a part that is not red , but pink. There was a magazine on the 
table called Movieland, and I started to read it, but I did not read 
it. I went over the fireplace and looked at the rest of the room 
from there , and I saw the table and the carpet and how two 
chairs were facing right towards each other. I sat down on one of 
them and one of it’s legs was shorter than the others, and I got 
up and went into the kitchen. 

In the kitchen I saw Mae shelling peas. She forces the 
peas out of the shell with her thump and they fell into the bowl. 
There were three peas on the floor and I picked them up and put 
them in my pocket. The kitchen floor was laid in linoleum with 
blue and white squares two inches squares. Mae was sitting on a 
stool, reading a paper placed in front of her. She did not turn 
around when I came in. She said, "When you come back bring 
some stove polish with you.” 

I said I was going now. 

I went out through the back door into the yard. There I saw 
my kid playing with some sand and toy truck, and then running 
the truck back and forth through sand. The sand was wet, and I 
could see the print of his hand on it. It was his left hand. I said,’ 
’so long, son," to him, but he didn’t say anything. He was too 
busy with his truck and the sand. 


Camin uzerinde buyuk bir bocek vardi. Pencereyi agtim.bocegi 
defettim, ugtu gitti. Pencerenin gergevesinde uzun bir givi vardi. 
Ayakkabimi gikardim , topugu ile giviyi gaktim; tekrar giydim. 
Odayi butun yonlerden yuruyerek duvardan duvara olgtum. 10 x 
14 ‘tu. Masadan baglayip kapidan gegerek salona girdim. 
Masamn bir tarafinda ug gekmecesi vardi. En alttaki 
gekmeceden bir zarf aldim, igine biraz para koydum,uzerine 
“Mae igin” yazdim ve masamn uzerine biraktim. Salondaki 
perdeler kirmiziydi. Gunegin vurdugu perdelerde kirmizi 
olmayan, pembe olan bir kisim vardi. Masamn uzerinde 
Movieland adinda bir dergi vardi. Dergiyi okumaya bagladin fakat 
okumadim. §6minenin uzerine giktim ve odamn geri kalamna 
oradan baktim. Masayi, haliyi ve tama olarak biri birine bakan iki 
koltugu gordum. Bir tanesinin uzerine oturdum; bir bacagi 
digerlerinden kisaydi. Kalktim ve mutfaga gittim. 

Mea yi bezelyeleri soyarken gordum. Bag parmagiyla 
bezelyeleri kabuklarindan gikmaya zorluyordu ve bezelyeler 
kasenin igine duguyordu. Zeminde ug bezelye tanesi vardi. 
Onlari topladim ve cebime koydum. Mutfagin tabam mavi-beyaz 
renkli,2 inch lik kareli mugambayla dogenmigti. Mae taburenin 
uzerinde oturuyor ve onundeki gazeteyi okuyordu. igeri 
girdigimde bana donmedi. “Geri dondugunde biraz firm cilasi 
getir” dedi. 

“gimdi gidiyorum” dedim. 

Bahgedeki arka kapidan giktim. Orada kum ve 
oyuncaklarla oynayan gocugumu gordum. Kumu oyuncak 
kamyona koyuyor, kamyonu itiyor bogaltiyordu. Kum nemliydi, 
uzerinde gocugun el izini gorebiliyordum. sol elinin iziydi. 
“Hogga kal evlat” dedim. O higbir gey demedi. Kum ve kamyonu 
ile gok megguldu. 
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Then I went to the garage, and unlock the door. I 
ran a cloth over the windshield of the car, and it was scratched in 
a half circle where the windshield wiper wipes it. And I stood 
there a couple minutes, and then I closed the doors and walked 
alongside of the house to the frond and looked at my watch. It 
was twenty minutes to ten. 

Then I walked down the wooden steps to the sidewalk, 
and I counted the steps. I counted ten steps, I thought I counted 
the last step, but perhaps I didn’t. I walked down the street, and I 
looked back, and saw the house , and there was one window 
with a shade halfway down, and I wanted to go back and count 
the steps again to make sure, but I didn’t. I walked down to the 
corner and took the bus and got off at the police station and 
found Captain Rogers and told him that if they were looking for 
the man who killed Sam Mathews they should arrest me 
because I had done it. 

Captain Rogers asked me if I want to write out a 
confession and I said that I would, but before I tell them how I 
killed Mathews I want to write down the last things which I saw in 
my house and how I remember them, because now I will want 
always to be able to remember about all those things that I won’t 
ever see again. 


Sonra garaja gittim ve kapi kilidini agtim.Arabanin on 
camindaki ortuyu kaldirdim.cam sileceklerinin sildigi yerlerde 
yarim daireler olugmugtu.Bir iki dakika orada kaldim ,kapilari 
kapattimevin yamndan on tarafa dogru yurudum ve saatime 
baktim. Saat ona yirmi vardi. 

Ahgap basamaklardan kaldirima dogru yurudum ve bu 
basamaklari saydim. On basamak saydim, son basamagi 
saydigimi dugundum ama belki de saymadim. 

Sokaktan agagi dogru yurudum ,geriye baktim ve evi 
gordum, yari agik golge li bir pencere vardi.Geriye donup emin 
olmak igin basamaklari tekrar saymak istedim.Fakat 
gitmedim.Kogeye kadar yurudum ,otobuse bindim polis 
karakolunda indim ve yuzbagi Ragers’i buldum.Sam Matthews’u 
olduren adami arayorsamz beni tutuklayabilirsiniz gunku onu ben 
oldurdum dedim. 

Yuzbagi Ragers itirafimi yazmak isteyip istemedigimi 
sordu.yazabilecegimi soyledim fakat once onlara Matthews’u 
nasil oldurdugumu anlattim.Yazmak istedigim son geyler evimde 
gorduklerim ve onlari gimdi nasil hatirladigimdi.Qunku gimdi, bir 
daha asla goremeecegim butun o geyleri her zaman 
hatirlayabilmek istiyorum. 
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